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Dharniato the host and his family with due regard to their
capacity for spiritual enlightenment, return to his lodgings
and wait in the open verandah till all his followers had
finished their meal. He would then retire to his private
.ipartment and, after suggesting subjects for thought to some
of his disciples, take a short rest during the hear of the day.
In the afternoon he would meet the folk from the neigh'
bouring villages or town assembled in the lecture hall, and
discourse to them on the Dharma in a manner appropriate
to thy occasion and suited to their capacities. Then, at the
close of the day, after refreshing himself with a bath when
necessary, he would explain difficulties or expound the doc-
trine to some of his disciples thus spending the first watch
of the night. Part of the remainder he spent in meditation
walking up and down outside his chamber, and the other
part sleeping in his bed-chamber. During the nine months
or fair weather, tlie Lord was wont to go from place to place
walking from fifteen to twenty miles a day. During the
rainy season he generally stayed in the Jetavana Viha,ra or
hi tlie Purva.r;1nia.

Phe IHessed One's method of exposition was generally
adapted to the capacities of his hearers. His discussions
with the learned were more or less formid and often coldly
logical. But in bis conversation with ordinary men the
Master generally resorted to .similes and parables, fables and
folklore, historical anecdotes and episodes, proverbs and
popular sayings. The parable of tlie mustard seed, described
in the next chapter, illustrates how the Holy One brought
home plain truths to tlie minds of simple folk. In the
conversion of the wealthy IS rah man, Krishi Bhilradvaja, the
Buddha worked out the process of agriculture into an elab-
orate allegory. One day while staying in the southern
district of Magadha (JDaks/n/ia^ir/} tlie Buddha visited the
Brahman village of Ek;m^.la. Bhftradvaja was then superin-
tending the labourers in his Held. \Vifh alms-bowl in
hand the Blessed One approached the P>rahman. Some went
up and paid reverence to the Lord, but th" Brahman rc-
pt cached the Master saying: "0, Sramana, I plougli and
sow, and having ploughed and sown, I eat; it would be bet-
ter if you were in like manner to plough and sow, and then